
 
 
 
Raising Our Collective Voice 
 
Join AFP DC in Virtual Lobby Week April 26-30. We are organizing as many members as 
possible to engage with their federal representatives. 
 
Our counterparts from across the country will also participate to ensure our members of 
Congress are aware of policies that are key to fundraising success and to develop partnerships 
with our elected officials. 
 
AFP Global is organizing the initiative to: 

● Advance key legislation like the universal charitable deduction and the IRA Legacy Act 
that will increase charitable giving and help fundraisers perform their job more 
effectively; 

● Position AFP as a resource for members of Congress and their staff; 
● Develop relationships between AFP chapters and members of Congress; and 
● Engage members in the chapter and the public policy process. 

Participation is easy! You will be provided with talking points from AFP Global and will connect 
virtually with your representatives in small groups with fellow chapter members. 

Given that you work for a charitable organization, you might be worried about whether you can 
legally participate in lobbying activities. 

The good news is, yes, you can, unequivocally. 

You’re attending these meetings as a member of AFP, a 501(c)(6) professional association 
under the Internal Revenue Code. From the IRS’s Exempt Organizations, Technical Instructions 
Manual, “Organizations described in IRC 501(c)(4), (c)(5), and (c)(6) may engage in an 
unlimited amount of lobbying, provided that the lobbying is related to the organization's exempt 
purpose.” 

Lobbying and advocating for fundraising incentives and related issues is directly related to 
AFP’s purpose, so these meetings are covered under the law. 

So, yes, you can lobby. And you should. 

 



Federal law encourages it. Our system of democracy encourages it. And so does AFP Global. 
Members of Congress hear from charities, associations and other groups all the time—through 
phone calls, emails, meetings and other lobby days and events. We need to get out there and 
have our voices heard—and that’s what AFP Virtual Lobby Week is all about. 

To learn more, contact info@afpdc.org to be directed to one of our chapter volunteers who is 
organizing the initiative. 
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